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TOWN OF PENFIELD 
3100 Atlantic Avenue, Penfield, NY 14526-9798 

 
 

CONSERVATION BOARD MINUTES 
Tuesday, July 12, 2022, 7:00 PM 

James Almstead, presiding 
Debbie Drawe, Town Board Liaison 

____________________________ 
 

I. Call to Order 

a. Members Present: Jim Almstead, Jeff Bartocci, Daniel Moore, Pat Schichler, Paul Sugnet 
b. Members Absent: Debbie Drawe - Town Board Liaison, Ed Lindskoog-Trails Committee Liaison, 

Rosanne Cohen, Burt Gorton, Aileen Reis-Trails Committee Liaison 
c. Staff Present:  Catherine DuBreck - Junior Planner 

II. Approval of Minutes 
a. The Board approved the minutes for the June 7, 2022, meeting. 

III. Communications 
a. Catherine shared there are many job openings with the Town of Penfield if anyone was interested. 

IV. Board Discussion 
a. Tree City USA 

i. Jim stated a small subgroup of Conservation Board Members will meet with Town Staff 
to ensure both the Board and Staff are aligned with what items should be included in a 
future tree code. 

b. Fall guest speaker 
i. Catherine confirmed Mark Valentine (Town Engineer) can attend the September 

Conservation Board meeting to speak about stormwater and the MS4 program. 

ii. Catherine will share the guest speaker list again for Board discussion on a Fall guest 
speaker. 

c. Future goals of the Board and possible work session date(s) 
i. Daniel shared what the Penfield Town Code says regarding the Conservation Board.  The 

small section of code states that the Town may have a Conservation Board. He also 
brought forward the Town Code sections on Conservation Boards from Brighton and 
Irondequoit to see what other Towns are doing.  Daniel created and shared a draft code 
update on the Conservation Board for the Town of Penfield.  The draft includes items the 
Board is already doing, but codifies it. 

ii. Paul and Pat discussed first creating a mission statement and goals that align with the 
direction Board Members want to go in, updating the Town website with that mission 
statement, and then from there consider an update to the section of Town Code that covers 
Conservation Board. 

iii. The Board agreed on a work session date of August 9, 2022, in the Town Hall 
Auditorium. 

iv. The Board created an agenda for the upcoming work session on August 9, 2022.  Items on 
the agenda include reviewing the Town website, developing a mission statement, 
developing future goals, and a possible code update for the section on Conservation 
Board.  Other items for future discussions include EPOD review/update and the tree code 
meetings with Town Staff. 

v. Pat suggested differentiating between long range and short-range goals. 
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vi. Paul suggested community outreach be a goal.  Jeff said we are doing a good job with that 
so far but he, Pat, and Paul agreed continuing outreach could be a goal and it could be 
written on the website under the mission statement. 

d. Review of ongoing projects 
i. Catherine informed the Board Members of upcoming public hearing applications before 

the Planning Board including an application for subdivision approval of land at 1911-
1977 Salt Road, a sketch plan application for a subdivision at 2305 Penfield Road, and an 
application for site plan and subdivision approval from RG&E to relocate a substation on 
Empire Blvd. from one site of the road to the other at 2070 Empire Blvd. 

ii. All other existing projects continue to be underway. 

e. EMC Updates 
f. Board action items: 

i. Daniel to follow up re: Willow Pond Way overgrown greenspace. 
ii. Catherine to share guest speaker list and Mayors Monarch Pledge link. 

V. Other Business 
a. Invasive Species follow up 

i. Paul asked about the invasives discussion from last meeting because he was absent.  
Daniel stated he will go back to the property to investigate.  Pat also shared that Megan 
Meyer is happy to help with this and removing invasives from Town Parks. 

ii. Pat expressed concern regarding the Town or any Town volunteers removing invasives on 
private property. Catherine confirmed the property is not owned by the Town and is 
owned by Legacy at Willow Pond, LLC. 

b. Joint EEAC/CB meeting 
i. This meeting is on hold for now, likely to be in September or later when the Town's 

Sustainability Engineer returns from leave.  

c. Catherine clarified two emails sent out before the July meeting: one was an example of what a 
municipality downstate is doing regarding their own tree plantings and creating an interactive 
website for their residents to visit, and the other was a kudos email from the NYS DEC on 
Penfield's successful tree planting event in April.  The Town does not need to have a large tree 
planting event every year to qualify for Tree City USA status - a small event works just as well. 

d. Native Pollinators 
i. Pat and Jeff have been working with Healthy Yards Monroe County to learn from them 

and find ways for the Conservation Board to collaborate. 
ii. Jeff shared an idea to bring a native pollinator garden or meadow to Rothfuss Park near 

the new red maple grove.  A smaller garden could go near the shelter.  Pat expanded on 
this idea and explained having a garden near the shelter could lead to future education 
events there for the community. 

iii. Pat asked if Town Staff could investigate any pollinator garden funding opportunities. 
iv. Catherine shared this idea fits perfectly in with the Mayor's Monarch Pledge that the 

Town Board is considering for next year. 
v. Jim suggested working with Parks before proceeding with this idea.  Pat shared Megan 

Meyer and Healthy Yards Monroe County are already working with Penfield Parks and 
Rec Departments to create a pollinator garden at the Penfield Community Center. 

vi. Jeff shared an idea to have the Penfield community vote on a Town Flower like how the 
Town Tree was named.  There could be a handful of native pollinator flowers to choose 
from and whichever receives the most votes would be the new Town Flower.  The idea 
would then be to include the Town Flower in all future garden/meadow plantings. 
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vii. Pat shared that the Board could make plugs of the new Town Flower to give away to 
residents, much like the giveaway and planting of red maples in Spring 2022. 

viii. Jeff stated any future tree plantings may want to involve the Town's Landscape 
Consultant to prevent planting a monoculture of trees.  Paul suggested planting a 
pollinator tree. 

ix. Paul shared that pollinator planting should happen in the Fall season.  Pat agreed and 
shared that this year the intention is to learn from Healthy Yards Monroe County and then 
implement what was learned next year or the year after. 

VI. Next Meeting: July 12, 2022, at 7:00 PM 
VII. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 PM. 


